British 53rd Infantry Div. (Welch)

September, 1944
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The 53rd was mobilized on September 1, 1940 on the same day Germany invaded Poland as a
2nd Line division, duplicated from the 38th Welsh Division. After the fall of France, the division was
sent to protect Northern Ireland from German invasion. In 1942, the 53rd was sent to southern England
and on June 28, 1944, it was finally sent overseas to Normandy. The 53rd was heavily engaged in the

fighting in France, suffering almost 4000 casualties by the end of August.

After the advance across France, the division was involved in Market-Garden as part of the XII

Corps attack on the left flank of the advance.




